CHAPTER I
THE EUROPE  OF TO-DAY
THE Europe of to-morrow depends on the
Europe of yesterday and to-day. There are
no gaps in politics any more than in Mature,
for even wars and revolutions grow out of the
past, though they may seem at the moment
to end one chapter or open a new one. The
only question is how far back to trace the
forces that are making- to-day and will make
to-morrow In Europe. But there can be no
serious doubt as to that. It was in those
dark four years in the second decade of the
century that the foundations of the Europe
of to-day were laid. ' The war itself, in
turn, was the result of trends and causes
which, if time and space were of no account,
might with profit be examined, with a view
to discovering which of them have spent,
and which retain, their force to-day. But
that Is far too formidable an enterprise to be
embarked on here.
As it Is, the war must be the starting-point,
or rather the peace that followed the war.